
ESTABLISHED 1941  OUR 84TH SEASON  
 

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY of UTICA 
 

with generous support from 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Menotti 
 

presents 
 

 

Rastrelli Cello Quartet 
 

Kira Kraftzoff, Artistic Director and Founder 

Mischa Degtjareff 

Kirill Timofeev 

Sergio Drabkin 
 

 

 

Sunday, 30 March 2025  2:30 PM 

Munson Art Museum  Sinnott Family Bank of Utica Auditorium 

310 Genesee Street, Utica NY 13502 



PROGRAM 

 
 

Christoph Willibald Gluck ........................... “Dance of the Furies” from Orfeo ed Euridice 

(1714-1787) First performance 1762 

 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky ........................... “Andante Cantabile” from String Quartet No. 1 

(1840-1893) Composed 1871 

 

Johannes Brahms ...............................................................................Six Hungarian Dances 

(1833-1897) Composed 1879 

 

Edvard Grieg ................................................................................. Excerpts from Peer Gynt 

(1843-1907) Composed 1875 
 

Morning Mood, Death of Åse, Solveig’s Song, Abduction of the Bride, 

Ingrid’s Lament, In the Hall of the Mountain King 

 

INTERMISSION 

 

Sergei Prokofiev............................................................Five Scenes from Romeo and Juliet 

(1891-1953) Composed 1935, Revised 1940 
 

Knight Dance, Juliet as a Young Girl,  

Dance of the Girls, Masked Ball, Mercutio 

 

Giacomo Puccini .............. “E lucevan le stelle” (“And the stars were shining”) from Tosca 

(1858-1924) Composed 1900 

 

Béla Bartók ................................................................................ Six Romanian Folk Dances 

(1881-1945) Composed 1915 
 

Stick Dance, Sash Dance, In One Spot,  

Dance from Bucsum, Romanian Polka, Fast Dance 

 

Mischa Degtjareff, Kirill Timofeev .............................. “White Night Melody”, “Old Boy” 

 

Astor Piazzolla ................................................................. Two Tangos Nuevo and A Fugue 

(1921-1992) 
 

“Oblivion” (1982), Fuga y Misterio (1968), “Libertango” (1974) 



RASTRELLI CELLO QUARTET 
 

The four members of the Rastrelli Cello Quartet began working together in 2002 and 

have devoted themselves ever since to exploring the cello's world of sound. They are 

committed to tradition, but completely uncoupled from the conventional approach, 

which only serves as a solid foundation. Since then, the ensemble has built up a unique 

and broad repertoire, the likes of which can't be found anywhere else.  

 

The Rastrelli repertoire consists almost exclusively of arrangements by Sergio Drabkin, 

one of the quartet's founding members. Under the artistic direction of the charismatic 

virtuoso, Kira Kraftzoff, Drabkin's refined compositions lead the quartet on a journey 

through an individual and often unexpected musical landscape. 

 

Each member of the quartet contributes his unique character, experiences and 

perspectives to the overall picture, and so two of the artistic director's former students, 

Mischa Degtjareff and Kirill Timofeev, also members since 2002, contribute to the 

quartets ongoing success. 

 

The four Rastrelli cellists only perform music that they themselves love—that's a matter 

of absolute conviction when it comes to putting together their programs. The quartet 

treats its audience with a mixture of arrangements of chamber music works, orchest ral 

classics, and standards of cello literature, as well as popular music, jazz, klezmer and 

tango. 

 

The art of transformation becomes, without exception, an authentic adventure in sound 

for the listener. There are always four cellos and yet you think you are hearing an old 

piano playing ragtime, a saxophone of the Glenn Miller Orchestra, or Piazzolla's 

bandoneon. 

 

The very personal bond that the quartet has with its home city of St. Petersburg is 

manifest through the name they chose for their ensemble, inspired by the 18th century 

architect responsible for a number of prominent historical buildings in St. Petersburg. 

Bartholomeo Rastrelli shaped the image of the city in northern Russia like no other.  

 

Rastrelli Cello Quartet appears by arrangement with Jean Schreiber Management. 



THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE CONTRIBUTIONS 

FROM THESE GENEROUS SUPPORTERS OF THE CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF UTICA 
 

 

 

SPONSORS 
Gilbert and Ildiko Butler 

Family Foundation 

Vera S Brindisi Trust  

and Estate 

The Frye Family 

Elizabeth Lemieux 

Rona Lucas 

Dr and Mrs Robert Menotti 

The Menotti Family Fund 

Pat and Jan Moore 

New York State Council  

on the Arts 

Philip Pearle 

Robert Verkuyl and  

Susanna Watling 

Marietta von Bernuth 

 

BENEFACTORS 
Kate Adams 

Sharon and David Goldenson 

Robin Kinnel 

Carol Steele 

Heidi and John Von Bergen 

Beth and Norm Webber 
 

CORPORATE PATRONS 
Adirondack Financial Services 

William F Locke 

Bank of Utica 

 

 

 

PATRONS 
Joan and William Blanchfield 

Dr Charles and Linda Burns 

Shirley A Felt 

Robert Hodkinson 

Donna L Maltzan 

John and Ludmilla Moore 

Tom and Jean Morris 

Gerald and Susan Rasmussen 

Mark and Linda Slavin 

Kirk and Charmaine White 

 

DONORS 
Anonymous 

Kay Albright 

Henry Bamberger 

Rand Carter 

Natalie T Combar 

Ofelia Dale 

Richard and Barbara Decker 

Cecily R Eidelhoch 

James and Susan Gadbow 

Morag and Ian Galloway 

Georgene C Hawe 

Carolyn Hayes 

Jack and Rose Hosp 

Anita B Humer 

Virginia and Christopher Kelly 

Dean R Kolts 

Mary Gaylord Loy 

Edward and Judith Marchand 

Diane Matza and Bart Farell 

Ronald and Kathleen Mocko 

Rex and Bambi Niles 

Dr and Mrs Paul Ohlbaum 

W Floyd Olney and  

Elizabeth McDowell 

Stephen Orvis and  

Carol Ann Drogus 

Robert and Fiona Peters 

Carl and Susan Stearns 

Tina Toglia and Bill Thistleton 

Daniel N Uwah 

Rudolph von Bernuth 

JoElyn Wakefield-Wright 

 

FRIENDS 
Anonymous 

Kathleen Austin 

Cornelia Brown 

David and Linda Cardarelli 

Suzanne Costanza 

Stephen Costanza 

Seth Edelman 

David G Evans 

Chris and Karen Given 

Patricia Hoffman 

Joseph and Ellen Karwacki 

Randy Marshall 

Ann G Meyer 

Donald and Lucille Nojaim 

Karen Novak 

Barbara Redmond 

Ryan and Alyson Van Alphen 

Michael Wiley 
 

 

 

 

 

 



HONORARY GIFTS 
 

IN HONOR OF BETTYLOU FRYE 

ON THE OCCASION OF HER 90TH BIRTHDAY 
 

Laurie Giambrone and Jennifer Giambrone 

Tom and Jean Morris 

Michele Mutarelli 

Alice Sorenson 

Jane Sorenson 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

VERA BRINDISI 

Pat and Jan Moore 
 

FRANCIS COMBAR 

Natalie Combar 

Pat and Jan Moore 

W Floyd Olney and Elizabeth McDowell 
 

VINCENT COSTANZA 

Stephen Costanza 

Suzanne Costanza 

Pat and Jan Moore 

Ryan and Alyson Van Alphen 
 

DOTTY DEIMEL 

Pat and Jan Moore 
 

DAVID ESTERLY 

Pat and Jan Moore 
 

RICHARD FRYE 

The Frye Family 

Pat and Jan Moore 
 

KEN GRIFFIN 

Pat and Jan Moore 
 

LEE KREINHEDER 

Pat and Jan Moore 

Tom and Jean Morris 

Richard and Barbara Decker 

JOHN LOY 

Marietta von Bernuth 
 

CYNTHIA ANN MacKEAN 

Pat and Jan Moore 
 

MARYAN McCARTHY 

Pat and Jan Moore 
 

EASTON PRIBBLE 

Mary Gaylord Loy 
 

VIVIEN HARVEY SLATER 

Anita B Humer 

Ruth Berry 

Dr Cindy Carter 

Steven Mark Heyman 

John and Ellen Slater 

Lydia Slater and Will Fisher 

Sar Shalom Strong 

Heidi and John Von Bergen 

Marietta von Bernuth 
 

NANCY and THOMAS WATLING 

Susanna Watling and Robert Verkuyl 
 

NANCY and JERRY WEISS 

Tom and Jean Morris 

 

 



OUR NEXT CMSU CONCERT 
 

Poulenc Trio 
 

Sunday, 04 May 2025 at 2:30 PM 

performing works by 

Poulenc, Beethoven, Rossini, Ellington 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
B-SHARP MUSICAL CLUB  

 

B Sharp Performance 

Sunday, April 27, 2025, at 3:00 PM 
 

Program Co-chairs: 

Elizabeth Carville Evans and Elissa May Murphy 
 

Program  

Elizabeth Carville Evans, Margaret Tallman 

Others to be Announced 
 

Munson (Sinnott Family - Bank of Utica Auditorium) 

310 Genesee St., Utica, NY 

 

 

 

CLINTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF THE MOHAWK VALLEY 
 

Favorites in Concert! 

Saturday, May 31, 2025, at 7:00 PM 

Clinton Performing Arts Complex, 75 Chenango Avenue North, Clinton NY 

 

For more information see website WWW.CLINTONSYMPHONYORCHESTRA.ORG 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF UTICA 

PO BOX 8149 

UTICA NY  13505-8149 
 

CMSU.INFO@GMAIL.COM    315-794-9741   
 

WWW.UTICACHAMBERMUSIC.ORG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our programs are made possible with public funds from  

the New York State Council on the Arts  

with the support of Governor Kathy Hochul  

and the New York State Legislature. 



 

 

 

 


